
 

 

  

 

  

 
Autumn 2 Curriculum Overview: Light and Dark 

 

This half term we will be learning: 

Communication 
and Language 

• new vocabulary related to our theme Light and Dark, seasonal changes, celebrations and zones 
of regulation. 

• to retell an action story ‘We’re going on a Bear Hunt’.  

• to speak in a full sentence when responding to a question. 

• to join in with repeated refrains in a familiar tory 

Personal, Social 
and Emotional 
Development 

• to understand  and demonstrate our school’s core values: Be Kind, Safe, Prepared and 
Respectful in all we do. 

• to understand and demonstrate how we can be more effective learners (Achievosaurs) 

• to understand the concept of bullying and how to recognise this and distinguish it from other 
unkind behaviour. 

• to use kind words and kind hands to manage our own feelings and behaviours  

Physical 
Development 

• to develop independence when putting on and taking off coats, aprons and outdoor shoes. 

• fine motor skills:  holding a pencil for writing and scissors for cutting, zipping/unzipping coats. 

• gross motor skills and PE: dynamic and static balances, bilateral co- ordination , ball skills 

Literacy • Phonics: to develop speedy recognition of all Set 1 sounds (single letter-sounds and digraphs 
sh/ch/th/qu/ng/nk), develop oral blending  and blending to read and write simple CVC words  

• to develop speedy recognition of our names in print.  

• to recall and write all the letters in our first names in the correct sequence 

Mathematics • to develop counting skills and knowledge to recognise, represent, compare and learn about the 
composition of numbers within 5 

• to recognise, name and describe regular shapes: circles, triangles, 4 sided shapes. 

• to use the vocabulary related to times of the day: morning afternoon, evening, night 

Understanding 
the World 

• to notice and talk about seasonal changes observed in their environment . 

• to find out about how day and night happens and the things that happen during these times.  

• to find out about some nocturnal animals and their habitats 

• to talk about celebrations and compare to their own experiences: Bonfire Night, Remembrance 
Day, Diwali, Advent, Hannukah, Christmas 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

• Artist study: to learn about an artist who creates sculptures and create our own clay sculpture. 

• to engage in imaginative role play based on own and new experiences. 

• to explore colour, texture and pattern through a range of creative activities and craft making 

• to sing new festive songs and perform to an audience 
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Core Text:  
It was a cold dark 
night by Tim Hopgood 

Artist Study: 
Barbara Hepworth 
(1903 – 1975) 

Our focus this term is to develop the 
children’s skill to become 

independent resilient learners. 

Trips:  
Into Film Festival at Croydon Grants Vue cinema 
 

 

Additional Texts:  
Stickman by Julia Donaldson  
Blow a Kiss catch a kiss by Joseph Coelho 
You, Me and Empathy by Jayneen Sanders 
How the Grinch stole Christmas by Dr Seuss  
The Christmas Pine by Julia Donaldson 

 
Action Stories: Children to retell with actions:  
We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen 
 

 

Home learning You can help us by: 
• Reading to your child at home as often as 

possible 

• Supporting your child with learning to recognise 
and write their first name. 

• Supporting your child with Google Classroom 
homework tasks 

Parent Events: Dates to be confirmed: 
• Winter Wonderland (28th November) 

• Family Friday (5th December) 

• Festive Music Performance (11th December) 


