
Year 1, Autumn Term 2025 
 
 
Core Subjects 
 
Phonics and Maths are taught every day and Science is taught for one full afternoon a week. 
 

Class 
reading 

texts 

Core texts:   
●​ Grandad’s island (Benji Davies) 
●​ Story Machine (Tom McLaughlin) 
●​ Pattan’s Pumpkin (Chittra Soundar) 
●​ A mouse called Julian (Joe Todd Stanton) 
●​ The Snail and the Whale (Julia Donaldson) 
●​ What do you do with a tail like this? (Steve Jenkins) 
●​ The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems (June Crebbin) 

 
Class Read:  

●​ The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson 

Maths Timestable Focus:  
 
 

●​ Autumn areas of study: 
●​ Recap of Reception experience 
●​ Counting within 100 
●​ Comparison of part whole relationships 
●​ Numbers 0-5 
●​ Recognise, compose, decompose and manipulate 2D and 

3D shapes 
●​ Weight and length 

Science Animals including humans 
Everyday materials 

Phonics Daily Phonics lessons: 
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●​ These are taught in groups according to their progress 
along the RWI programme.  

●​ They are assessed each half term and groups are 
reassigned accordingly. 

●​ Books are given out each week and are selected to align 
with current learning. They should be read multiple times 
during the week to aid fluency. 

●​ Additional videos/soundsheets may be given from time to 
time to further aid knowledge of sounds and reading 
fluency. 

 
 
 
Foundation Subjects 
 
All of our foundation subjects are taught weekly, with the exception of Art and Design and Technology, which will be taught 
in a two week block.  During these weeks, other foundation subjects will not take place. 
 
Concept threads are the same in each subject for all year groups.  These are words connected to the learning in that 
subject at all progression levels.  Children use these to make connections in their learning between topics and year groups, 
aiding their ability to embed knowledge into their long term memory.  By the time they get to Year 6, students are able to 
talk about any concept thread in a range of contexts from their Primary School Learning Journey. 
 
In addition to the Foundation Subjects below, Year 1 students will have the opportunity to participate in Forest School.  
These fortnightly sessions  develop children's personal, social, physical, and technical skills through hands-on, child-led 
learning in an outdoor environment. In Year 1 pupils build upon their confidence, self-esteem, independence, and 
creativity by exploring and risk-taking, encouraging curiosity and problem-solving, and fostering a connection to the 
natural world. 
 

Subject Topic Area Concept Threads Suggested Books / Reading 
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Art 
 
In Year 1, this will be 
taught during the 
weeks beginning 
Monday 13th 
October and 
Monday 20th 
October. 

Line and Tone 
In this unit, 
pupils begin to 
learn to control 
tools in order to 
to create a 
variety of lines 
using pencils, 
pens and 
crayons. Pupils 
will be exploring 
the work of Piet 
Mondrian who 
created artwork 
using a variety 
of lines, shades 
and bold 
colours. 
Pupils will also 
be using colour 
through painting 
to create 
fireworks 
artwork. 

Expression 
Culture 
Technique 
Interpret 
Contrast 
Colour and tone 
Perspective 
Creativity 
Line and shape 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics
/arts-sport/books-about-art-and-artists/ 
 

DT (Design and 
Technology) 
 
In Year 1, this will be 
taught during the 
weeks beginning 
Monday 1st 
December and 
Monday 8th 
December. 

Sewing and 
Joining 
Techniques 

Marketing 
Research 
Design 
Innovate 
Annotate 
Design 
Functionality 
Evaluate 
Adapt 
Creativity 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics
/arts-sport/books-about-design-technology-dt-a
nd-engineering/ 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/books-about-art-and-artists/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/books-about-art-and-artists/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/books-about-design-technology-dt-and-engineering/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/books-about-design-technology-dt-and-engineering/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/books-about-design-technology-dt-and-engineering/
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Implement 
Aesthetics 

 
 
 
 

Subject Topic Area Concept Threads Suggested Books / Reading 
Music Start with singing: 

finding my singing 
voice. 

This unit helps pupils 
to discover the 
difference between 
their speaking, or 
chanting, and singing 
voice. Through a 
diverse range of echo 
and call and 
response songs 
pupils will begin to 
pitch match songs 
that use an age 
appropriate small 
range of notes. 

Compose and create: 
Exploring and 
performing rhythm 
patterns. 

Composing 
Improvising 
Expression 
Culture 
Performance 
Elements 
Genre 
Audience 
Mood and atmosphere 
Notation 
 

 
 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-s
port/music-and-musicians/ 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/music-and-musicians/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/music-and-musicians/
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In this unit, pupils use 
minibeast names to 
rehearse and 
compose simple four 
beat rhythms by 
clapping, chanting 
and performing on 
untuned percussion. 
They use minibeast 
images to order and 
repeat these rhythms. 
Backing tracks are 
used to aid rehearsal 
and performance of 
their rhythmic 
compositions. 

 
Geography Locational knowledge 

& 
maps: 

●​ Croydon & 
London 

●​ Globe 
●​ UK countries 
●​ oceans 
●​ continents 

 
Geographical Skills: 

●​ 4-point 
compass 

 
Human Geography: 

Sustainability 
Diversity 
Environment 
Physical world 
Human world 
Place and space 
Scale 
Interconnection 
Fairness and equality 
Conflict 
Patterns 
Continuity and change 
 
 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/genres/atlases-and-map
s-for-children-and-teens/ 
 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geogr
aphy/maps-and-mapping/ 
 
 

https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/genres/atlases-and-maps-for-children-and-teens/
https://schoolreadinglist.co.uk/genres/atlases-and-maps-for-children-and-teens/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/maps-and-mapping/
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●​ identify types 

and features of 
Settlements (in 
local area) 

 
RE  Why are we thankful? 

 
In this unit, pupils will 
consider what they 
could be thankful for 
and will learn how 
and why different 
faith communities 
thank their God. 
  
What places make 
you feel you belong? 
 
In this unit, pupils will 
learn the names of 
places of worship for 
different religions and 
some of the artefacts 
you might find there.  
We will discuss places 
that are special to us, 
religious and 
non-religious. They 
will learn about the 
similarities and 
differences between 
different places of 
worship and what 
happens there. 

Holy book 
Symbols 
Celebration 
Place of worship 
Holy figures 
Stories 
Theology 

See Inside World Religions 

 
 
Stories from World Religions by Anita Ganeri 
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All kinds of beliefs by Anita Ganeri 

 
PE There will be two 

lessons of PE each 
week and pupils 
should come to 
school in their PE kit 
on these days. They 
may wear trainers. 
 
 
Lambeth and 
Vauxhall both have PE 
on Monday afternoon 
and alternate 
Thursdays.  
 
They will be working 
on the skills of 
coordination and 
balance, as well as 
Football, Dance and 
Circuit skills. 

Competition 
Safety 
Communication 
Reflection 
Spatial Awareness 
Understanding rules of 
play 
Celebrating success 
Keeping active 
Sportsmanship 
Teamwork 
Technique 
Strategy 
Tactics 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-s
port/sports-ks1/ 
 

Computing 
 

Technology Around 
Us 

Programming 
Debugging 

Lift the flap: Computers and coding (Usborne) 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/sports-ks1/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/arts-sport/sports-ks1/
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Pupils will become 
more familiar with the 
different parts of a 
computer and will 
develop their 
keyboard and mouse 
skills. 
 
 
Digital Painting 
 
In this unit, pupils will 
use technology to 
create their own 
digital art paintings 
while getting 
inspiration from a 
range of other artists. 

Researching 
Problem solving 
E-safety  
Algorithms 
Analysing data 
Digital footprint 
Editing  
Publishing 

 
 
 

History Changes within living 
memory; toys and 
household 
equipment. 
 
Pupils will start to 
develop chronological 
understanding by 
handling artefacts 
and thinking about 
change over time.  
They will start to use 
vocabulary relating to 
the passage of time 
more confidently. 
 

Immigration 
Discrimination 
Democracy 
Change over time 
Chronology 
Archaeology 
Conflict 
Innovation 
Health 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/eyfs-to
pics/toys/ 
 
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geogr
aphy/houses-homes-buildings/ 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/eyfs-topics/toys/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/eyfs-topics/toys/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/houses-homes-buildings/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/geography/houses-homes-buildings/
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RHE 
(Relationships 
and Health 
Education) 

This term our whole 
school topics are: 

●​ Being Me in My 
World 

●​ Celebrating 
Differences 

 
Previous learning will 
be built on in an age 
appropriate way. 

Safety 
Relationships 
Development 
Wellbeing 
Diversity 
Self 
Aspirations 
Entrepreneurship 
Emotional Literacy 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/diversi
ty-inclusion/diverse-inclusive-books-for-ks1/ 
 
Welcome to our world - a celebration of children 
everywhere by Moira Butterfield. 

 
 

TRIPS 
As part of our wider curriculum and connecting to their learning, Year 1 students will be going on the following trips: 

 

There may be additional opportunities as the term progresses. 

 

Autumn Trips 

Trip to local cinema as part of Film Festival 
Trip to St Andrew’s Church as part of RE syllabus 
Trip to Croydon Synagogue (this may be virtual) 
 
 
 

https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/diversity-inclusion/diverse-inclusive-books-for-ks1/
https://www.booksfortopics.com/booklists/topics/diversity-inclusion/diverse-inclusive-books-for-ks1/
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