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Writing poetry

Aer you have listened to Chapter 8. Read these poems
that all share a similar theme to the events in Floodland
The impact of nature

The impact of humanity on nature

the power of the elements

First here is my favourite
environmental proverb.

proverb N ATD

THE LAST FISH

[prove:b] 49
BEEN CAUGHT

NOUN s & WILL WE REALISE
a short, well-known pithy saying, stating a general fruth or piece of advice. ,:' 4 E WE CANNOT

EAT MONEY.

Do you know any proverbs? e o
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Think About How does the poem sound to you?.What does the language of the poem do?Do you
like any parcular words or phrases? Why?

Does it have rhythm? How does it feel? Whose is the voice of the poem? What is the theme of the
poem?What does the poem say to you as a reader?

Would you like to write a poem like this?-.What type of poem is it?Can you recognize

the form of the poem?-How is it laid out?

I Asked the River

you run shed the rive

The sea’s hands

Standing by the river, my face grew

nto a flat fish and floated off
to a lily pad, and | was lonely
without myself, without my twin

From In the Land of Giants.
natim ;l‘": e ThiCK and slow underneatn —
By George _—F:I.ECI‘TE:IDCJ’ Called my name,
snd | walked home, turning my back on miyself

Szirtes By Jackie Kay

By Malorie
blackman
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What do you think Zoe feels to wake every morning to find that the world outside is filled with water?
Water that connues to encroach on the land and her life.

write a free verse poem in response to this as Zoe.

Example of free
Free Verse verse

Free Verse poems have no hyming structure and often don't have a particular rhythm or syllable

You Can Go

Guess what, Thinker?

patterns; like their name suggests, they are simply free. Free verse, like abstract art, is where the

definition of poetry becomes complicated
Tomorrow is Pets’ Day at school,

Free verse is by far the most common form that contemporary poetry is written in.
and you can go

You won't be the only one,

we're going to have a lot

of fun.

Eloise Greenfield

You won't talk,

P v
Go to the next page for another example of free

verse poetry
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Jennifer Watson

The Natural World

Simile

Assonance

Waiting For Snow

Poem from Let in the Stars by Mandy Coe

We turn our faces up and jiggle thirty toes,

Morse-coding longing with our restless beat.

When wall it come?

Shepherds on the first Mativity, we scan the skies

and huddle,

huffing frosting on our faces in the midnight glass.

When wall it come?

To pass the time, | tell tall tales of days off-school that flew
beneath the runners of my ancient sledge.

With ace chicanery on Beacon Hill

| was invincible

When wall it .... wait,

the wind has died and hushed as hallelujahs

the sky is falling in!

Ouwr triple mouths breathe bubble lines of 'O's,

a dot to dot to mark each spiralling descent,

each tiny stellar miracle.

Blackfoot birds hunch grumpy undermneath the birch,
sullenly interpreting the smoke signals send spinning

by our laughter on the badlands of the lawn — a blank page waiting for the stories
to be printed by our books.

Stamping reindeer-style, William says,

'if water endlessly recycles, then this snow fell on you before.
| feel the fizz of snowflakes on my lips and smile.

| think it did.

You know, | really think it did.
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Your free verse poem as Zoe.
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