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After your SpaG starter, get a pencil and paper out.
Read and draw what you associate with the text.

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.

Far way on the horizon was a 
massive, ancient, stone 
building. It had two tall towers 
that stuck into the sky, one at 
the end and another shorter 
one in the middle. She couldn’t 
see that there was any land 
underneath it, and it looked as 
if it was floating on the sea.

Please share your drawings/sketches with me!
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Now compare your sketch with this wood engraving that prefaces the 
next section of the novel.

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.

sim
ila

rit
ie

s

my sketch

Sedgwick's wood engraving
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Task 1: Now, Zoe enters the island described in the text with the huge 
building in the centre. She thinks it is uninhabited, but learns that the 
truth is different. Predict what is going to happen next based on the 
wood engraving, the title "Then" and what you already know about 

Zoe.

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.

I predict that ...

Are the 
people 
friendly?

What is the 

long-term 

solution 

(staying on the 

island)?

What are the 

people up to?

What would she have to fear from them?

What are the 
chances of finding 
her parents there?
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Shared reading of "Then" - Chapter "One".

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.

Record your thoughts:

Why are there mostly children? What does it mean then the 
kids ask whether Zoe is "cats", 
"pigs" or "eels"?

What could "scrag" mean? Why do they use language like 
that?

Why does Zoe not understand 
them?

https://youtu.be/tSap8FUQaaA
+ Copy at the end of this document

https://youtu.be/tSap8FUQaaA
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Task 2: Read the text and extract what we learn about the 
characters, their feelings and personality directly or through their 

actions. Use the "Gingerbread" man templates for them.

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.

Spat

Dooby

Munchkin

William

THINK: When it says that Dooby 
grabs Zoe's arm roughly, what 
does it tell us about Dooby? 

Remember: 
personality & 
feelings inside; 

appearance outside
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Task 3: Find 3+ different examples where the authors shows, but not 
tells us about a character, their personality, feelings and appearance.

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.

Spat

Dooby

Munchkin

William

e.g.: "Dobbie swore loudly" (p. 22)
-> he is domineering, doesn't always 
control his temper/ emotions, treats 

others with disrespect,

e.g. when Spat talks to Dobbie about 
what to do with Zoe, "Why don't we 
just do like we did with everyone 
else" -> the gap leaves it to the 

reader to imagine the worst danger 
for Zoe,
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Reflection - Write down:

Which parts of the story so far do you like?

Which parts of the story so far do you dislike?

What could make this book special in your opinion?

L.O. I can use clues from the text to further explore characterisations 
and setting descriptions.
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Text for reading
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