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The UK is an island so it i enirely surrounded by the sea. The edge of a country, whee land meefs
the sea, is called the coastline. The UK has a coastline that s almest 8000 miles long.

The coast is a fragile environment and it s imporiant for humans fo look ffer and protect beaches
and cooss.

Not all beaches and coasts are the same. Some coasfiines have no beach at al; they may only
consist of rugged cliffs. Some beaches are made of sand and ofhers are made of stones, beaches
made of stones are called shingle beaches. Some parts of the coast have both dlifs and a beach.
The line along a beach where fhe sea meefs the shore is called fhe shoreline.

Coasflines provide habitts for many animals and plans that ive in or near fo the sea. Crustaceans
such as crabs can be found nesfled in the sand on shorelines. Birds such as seaguls flock over
coastal fowns and fake shelter in coastal caves. Plants such as samphire and sea kale, that can
tolerate seawater, can be found af the coast. Not al species can sunive fhe exireme conditions of
the coast. I s offen very windy and cooler a fhe coast than inland. Animals and plants need fo adapt
o sunive in his environment.

The power of the tidal movements of the sea is a strong force in coastal areas. The sea moulds and
shapes the landscape of our coastlines. Landforms such as caves on cliff faces, arches made from
rocks, bays and even the beaches themselves, have all been created by the sea.

MAINLAND

The process of the sea changing the landscape is called coastal erosion. Coastal erosion is when
the sea and the weather wears away and weakens landforms. This can make ciifs unsiable and
causes bifs of rock fo crumble or fall away from the clifs.

The UK coasfline s rough and uneven, tis not smooth. The jagged shape of the UK was created by
coustal erosion and if confinues fo be changed foday. Some parts of the UK are more affected by
erosion than ofhers. The east of the UK, which faces he North Sea, erodes faster than the west of ihe
UK.

Some parts of the UK are called peninsulas. A peninsula is a piece of land that i surrounded by
the sea on fhree sides and connecfed fo land on only one side. Peninsulas are created by coastal
erosion. Examples are the LLjn Peninsula in Wales and the Wirral Peninsula in England.

@ Think about the last time that you visited a coastal area. How would you describe the landscape
that you saw there?





Now answer the following questions:
1. What is a coastline?
…
2. What two natural materials might beaches be made from?
…
3. Choose two animals or plants that are found in coastal areas. Name them and describe why they have a coastal habitat.
	Name
	Reason

	
	

	
	


4. Name three coastal landforms that have been created by the sea.
…
…
…
5. Sketch a diagram showing two of the landforms you have named. Label your landforms clearly.
Draw on the computer and insert or
draw on paper, take a photo and then insert it here
6. What is the name of the process that created these landforms?
…
7. Which part of the UK is most affected by this process?
…
8. Describe what a peninsula is and name an example.
…
